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HIDE CABINETS  
IN PLAIN SIGHT  
“It all started with that hood fan,” 
says designer Ami McKay of Pure 
Design. The custom, beadboard-
clad design was painted a moody 
blue (Benjamin Moore’s Evening 
Dove) and extended beyond the 
fan itself to create more opportu-
nities for disguised storage—the 
beadboard hides the seams of 
the cabinetry, creating the illusion 
that it’s all one piece of wood. The 
rest of the millwork was intention-
ally warm, earthy and naturally 
woodsy in tone, to contrast with 
the wood-look tile floor—the lat-
ter chosen both for its beauty and 
for its durability. “The family has 
two huge labs, and so everything 
needed to be dog- and kid-proof,” 
explains McKay.

Flexible Design
McKay’s team added beams above the eating nook (below) 
that’s in a separate corner of the kitchen, and modified the 
original design to bring in floor-to-ceiling windows. Vintage-
style lighting from Portland’s Schoolhouse Electric con-
tributes to the cozy, casual vibe. The playroom (bottom) is 
opposite the kitchen, equipped with a mini teepee for the 
two toddlers of the house and a glass wall to keep the small 
space feeling open—and visible to parents prepping meals 
while the kids play. Once the girls are grown, the space can 
easily convert to a home office.

Back in Black
The dining room table (left) 
is from Industry West, and 
features brass accents and 
a finish of shou sugi ban—
the Japanese technique of 
charring and wire-brushing 
wood to preserve it, giving it 
a rich, charcoal surface that 
highlights the wood grain.Ja
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CREATE DISTINCT SPACES 
WITHIN AN OPEN PLAN  
Just because a home is open con-
cept, don’t give up on having distinct 
rooms within the space. Designers 
Alykhan Velji and Alison Connor of 
Alykhan Velji Design created this 
dynamic kitchen and dining area for 
homeowners who loved to entertain: 
white cabinetry lines the kitchen area, 
which transitions to a charcoal grey 
bar in the adjoining dining space. “It 
creates ample storage, but also cre-
ates a delineation between the din-
ing room and kitchen,” notes Velji. “If 
we’d kept it white, it would read more 
like a casual eating nook.” Tying it all 
together, the range hood over the 
stove is clad in dark grey shiplap, pick-
ing up the same tones that are on the 
bar, and matte black accents feature 
throughout—on the faucet, drawer 
pulls and the lighting fixtures above 
the island. It all sets the stage for 
those bold turquoise tiles from DalTile 
on the backsplash. “The clients 
really wanted the kitchen to make an 
impact,” says Velji. “It’s the first thing 
people see as they walk in the room.”




