
A N D R E A  C O X

Patti Duddridge Riegert always 
knew that she wanted to build 
her forever home in the vibrant 
inner-city community of Kens-
ington.

“I just love the area — the trees, 
the quietness; it’s just got this re-
ally nice vibe. Plus, I can walk to 
everything — the grocery store, my 
bank, the river and there are just so 
many wonderful trails,” she says.

The community is situated in 
Calgary’s northwest, just north 
of the Bow River and Calgary’s 
downtown.

She also knew that she wanted 
to build a contemporary-styled 
home, one that was low-mainte-
nance and brimming with thought-
ful features that would allow her to 
age-in-place gracefully — features 
like an elevator that runs from the 
lower level to the third-floor own-
ers’ loft, with the ability to stop at 
each floor along the way. She ex-
plains that although right now she 
only uses it as a freight elevator, 
the goal was to provide a stop gap 
if her health or mobility declines 
over the coming decades.

She had already downsized con-
siderably, moving from a large 
family home in Edgemont, where 
she had raised her kids, to a down-
town condo, so she was ready for a 
fresh start. She wanted a new build 
home and a garden (growing things 
and playing in the soil is one of her 
greatest joys) was top of mind.

So, when a 38-foot lot came 
on the market on a curved and 
treelined street in Kensington, 
she jumped at it, putting in an offer 
and taking possession in Novem-
ber 2019.

“The home was in need of too 
much work. It was a tear down 
for sure, which made the decision 
easier,” says Riegert, who brought 
on the design and build team at Al-
loy Homes to collaborate on the 
new build custom project. She had 
fallen in love with one of the firm’s 
signature contemporary custom 
designs in the city’s northwest.

The intent was to create an 
urban oasis, a home designed to 
maximize the potential of its tight 
urban site.

“We really wanted to pay atten-
tion to the context in which we 
were building,” says Christopher 
Lemke of Alloy Homes.

The site graced an old river bed, 
so the team had to consider the un-
stable gravel soil base, and, with 
the neighbour’s home set only six 
inches from the property line, the 
parameters for excavating were 
restricted to mitigate a collapse, 
which influenced the entire design 
of the home.

“We didn’t want to have any is-
sues underpinning the neighbour’s 
foundation as we excavated, so we 
pulled the setback five feet on the 
south side of the property instead 
of four and cantilevered the second 
floor out.”

A TREETOP RETREAT
Custom-built contemporary Kensington home cocoons in a lush canopy

The treetop-level master bedroom is on the third floor and features  
floor-to-ceiling windows and a private rooftop deck.  J O E L  K L A S S E N

The 17-foot tall front foyer and wood-carved staircase provide a clean look, 
but with lots of warmth and texture.  J O E L  K L A S S E N

The front of the Treetops home includes a floor to ceiling window in the 
kitchen that allows for street-level interaction.  A L L OY  H O M E S

The great room in the Treetops house by Alloy Homes is part of a continu-
ous space that runs the length of the house, and includes the kitchen and 
dining area.     J O E L  K L A S S E N
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The resulting three-storey de-
sign features a contemporary flat-
roofed esthetic with plenty of ver-
tical and horizontal elements and 
dynamic massing. Despite its mod-
ern sheen, it’s a home that blends 
well with the historic elements of 
the streetscape.

“The massing is consistent with 
the two-storey designs on the 
street. It’s approachable, with a hu-
manistic element and it’s pleasant 
to be next to,” says Lemke. 

The almost 3,000-square-foot 
home was named a finalist in both 
the BILD Calgary Region Awards 
and the CHBA National Awards for 
Housing Excellence.

Riegert, who is retired, wanted 
to create a retreat-like feel — she’s 
an avid yoga enthusiast and enjoys 
spending time at home. The main 
floor features an open-concept 
design with a 17-foot tall entrance 
foyer flanked by a custom wood-
carved staircase on one side and a 
hand-carved mid-century modern 
steel and wood wall-screen on the 
other. Riegert says the screen is 
a nod to a similar feature in her 
childhood home, and was designed 
in conjunction with the entryway 
to set the tone for the home. “I 
wanted a clean look, but with lots 
of warmth and texture. The idea 
is that as you come in the front 
door, everything opens up to tell 
a story.”

The open-concept main floor 
features a stylish kitchen at the 
front of the home with a count-
er-to ceiling wall of glass that 
overlooks that front yard and al-
lows Riegert to interact at street 
level.

“The window really becomes 
the backsplash,” says Riegert, who 
had very clear ideas about how she 
wanted the kitchen to look. She 
chose integrated Fisher & Paykel 
and Miele appliances and, with the 
help of the interior design team at 
Alykhan Velji Designs, she picked 
a stunning two-toned, two-inch 
thick slab of granite for the island, 

while pairing it with white quartz 
on the countertops.

“The granite is a show stopper. 
We all fell in love with it,” says 
Aly Velji of Alykhan Velji Designs. 
“The warm tones and angular pat-
terns in the stone work perfectly 
in the home. The island, with its 
mitred edges and waterfall, needed 
to have something that would be 
dramatic.”

Velji notes that granite is mak-
ing a big come back, especially now 
that it is available in more abstract 
patterns.

“I love using natural stone in a 
home; it just adds such a luxe fac-
tor,” he says.

The kitchen flows into the dining 
room which extends into the fami-
ly room, a private and more seclud-
ed space at the rear of the home. 
The entire rear of the home is a 
folding wall of glass, which opens 
to an enclosed garden.

The main floor is designed to be 
contiguous with the second level, 
which houses two guest bedrooms 
and bathrooms and Riegert’s yoga 
studio and office.

The entire third floor loft, ac-
cessed via a separate staircase, 
is devoted to a private owners’ 
retreat, with floor-to-ceiling win-
dows and a sliding-glass door that 
extends to a private rooftop deck 
in the canopy of the 100-plus year-
old trees.

Punctuating each space are an-
tiques and family heirlooms, as 
well as newer mid-century modern 
designs, such as the custom wal-
nut table and chairs in the dining 
room, designed by Mobius.

“The key for us was to ensure that 
all of the client’s pieces worked 
seamlessly together, while also 
creating a timeless and curated 
appeal,” says Velji.

Throughout the home, thought-
ful details abound — all of the 
doors have been customized with 
grooved detailing. Custom-shelv-
ing in the living room with built-in 
mood-lighting adds to the warm 
and welcoming ambience of the 
home.

“There are such incredible mo-
ments in this home, because we all 
had such a passion for making it 
perfect,” says Velji.

Riegert, who moved in at the end 
of October 2021, would agree.

“I love this home. I’ve got every-
thing that I want, and it’s such a 
magical place,” she says.

‘We all had such a passion 
for making it perfect’
T R E E T O P S  F R O M  D1

BUILDER AND DESIGNER: 
Alloy Homes
INTERIOR DESIGN: Alykhan 
Velji Designs
COMMUNITY: Kensington
HOME: Treetops, a three-sto-
rey, 2,970-square-foot con-
temporary, custom-designed 
home with floor-to-ceiling 
glass walls, a stylish kitchen, 
enclosed rear garden, and 
third-storey loft-like owners’ 
suite with private deck among 
the treetops.
INFORMATION: alloyhomes.
com

T H E  D E T A I L S

The dining room is in the centre of the ground floor, between the kitchen and family room.  J O E L  K L A S S E N

FOR SALE
DEVELOPMENT LAND IN DOWNTOWN EDMONTON
EDMONTON, ALBERTA
(FORMER ERIC CORMACK SITE)

ALBERTA SOCIAL HOUSING CORPORATION

Plan NB Block 11 Lot OT
3.66 acres more or less

The former Eric Cormack site is located west of downtown, north of the North
Saskatchewan River, and south of Jasper Avenue in the City of Edmonton and is
available for purchase.

An information package on this offering may be obtained on Alberta Purchasing
Connection (Reference Number: AB-2022-05655) or by contacting Alberta Social
Housing Corporation (ASHC) by email at SH.ASHCRealEstate@gov.ab.ca.

Offers to purchase must be received on or before January 13, 2023 by 1:00 p.m. on the
required form.

This is an invitation to submit Offers only. Nothing herein or in the information or
documents provided shall constitute an offer of any kind by or on the part of ASHC.
ASHC has no obligation whatsoever to consider or accept any offer.

ASHC will not be responsible for the payment of any commission, fee, costs, expenses or
other remuneration to any agent or broker.

BROADVIEW CALGARY
100 - 5709 2nd Street SE, Calgary, Alberta T2H 2W9 • 403 - 253 - 3318 • www.broadviewhomes.com

MOVE - IN
READY HOMES

HOME MODEL
NEWPORT

DUPLEX

132 Ambleton Street Nw

1491 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

$1805

HOME MODEL
SAVOY

2244 sqft

3 Bath4 Bed

80 Redstone Link NE$1805 

HOME MODEL
SAVOY

2244 sqft

3 Bath4 Bed

80 Redstone Link NE$1805 

HOME MODEL
CONCORD

DUPLEX
1717 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

169 Ambleton Drive NW
SEMI-MONTHLY

PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY
PAYMENT

HOME MODEL
CONCORD 

DUPLEX
1717 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

169 Ambleton Drive NW
SEMI-MONTHLY 

PAYMENT

SEMI-MONTHLY 
PAYMENT

$1852

HOME MODEL
SAVOY

132 Redstone Heights NE

2244 sqft

3 Bath4 Bed

$1961

HOME MODEL
ASPEN

2147 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed
SEMI-MONTHLY 

PAYMENT

$1961

HOME MODEL
ASPEN

2147 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

$1961 139 Creekstone Way SW

HOME MODEL
MERRITT II 1945 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

15 Rivercrest Common
SEMI-MONTHLY 

PAYMENT
HOME MODEL
MERRITT II 1945 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

15 Rivercrest Common

$2114

HOME MODEL
LANCASTER 2403 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

226 Boulder Creek Place
SEMI-MONTHLY 

PAYMENT

$2114

HOME MODEL
LANCASTER 2403 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

226 Boulder Creek Place$2114

HOME MODEL
YORK 2021 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

83 Redstone Heights NE
SEMI-MONTHLY 

PAYMENT
HOME MODEL

YORK 2021 sqft

2.5 Bath3 Bed

83 Redstone Heights NE

With rising rent prices, let Broadview Homes give you peace of mind with
move in ready homes available NOW at current interest rates. Live in the
best homes, in the best communities…for a price that you can afford! SCAN FOR MORE

MOVE-IN READY HOMES!

VIEW ALL HOMES

Semi-monthly payments based off 20 percent down payment and current interest rates. Pricing subject to change. Please call for more details.

$1175$1196 $1649 $1665
SOLD


