
westernliving.ca /  M a r c h /A p r i l  2 0 2 3   2524   M a r c h /A p r i l  2 0 2 3  /  westernliving.ca

ART
It’s the perfect design match for  
the team at Alykhan Velji Design 
and an art-collecting, colour-loving 
family of four in Calgary. 
By Anicka Quin  /  Photos by Joel Klassen

SOULA
N

D
Fine Dining
The custom millwork piece in the 
dining room wraps around to the 
living area on the other side of the 
wall. Here, it frames a piece from 
Cathy Daley. Vancouver’s Lock and 
Mortice designed the dining room 
table; the dramatic forest photo is 
from artist Karen Maiolo.
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hen designers Alison 
Connor and Aly Velji of 

Calgary-based Alykhan Velji Designs started 
looking through photos of their new clients’ 
previous home, they quickly realized that 
the design process ahead of them was going 
to be seriously fun. “Their old house was 
filled with lots of colour, playfulness and 
pattern—and we didn’t want to lose that,” 
says Velji. “They wanted something that  
had loads of personality, but that also felt 
inviting and warm.”

So the designers set out to create a space 
that would find that balance of delight and 
comfort, colour and calm—and that would 
work for a busy family of four. The home 

Great Divide
In the entry (top right), the team had 
explored a few options to separate the 
stairs but narrowed in on simple painted 
partition spindles in the same pale blue 
that’s seen in the mud room.

W

HOMES + DESIGN  ART AND SOUL

The Living Is Easy
A painting from artist John McKee  
is framed by an asymmetrical  
fireplace mantel in the living room.  
The sculptural coffee table is from  
Crate and Barrel.
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Bold Display
The kitchen (above, right 
and opposite page) was 
designed with open stor-
age to showcase the 
clients’ great collection 
of objects and accesso-
ries. The pendant lights 
over the island and the 
chandelier over the eat-
ing nook are custom from 
Luminaire Authentik. 

Clean Living
The laundry room (left), 
with its boldly floral wall-
paper, may be one of the 
most fun spaces in the 
house. “You can never go 
wrong with Marimekko,” 
says Velji.
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Rock It
Both kids were involved  
in the design of their  
bedrooms (right and 
below). One was a fan of 
’80s and ’90s music, so 
the design team incor-
porated a custom record 
shelf over his bed to 
showcase some of his 
favourites (below).

Created by the Canada Wide Media advertising department in partnership with NewTechWood Canada

NewTechWood Innovates: Discover  
Cedar & Shou Sugi Ban Wood Composite

NewTechWood Canada’s 
premium wood composite 
products are the ultimate 

solution for indoor and outdoor 
wall siding projects. They bring 
architectural creativity and flexibility 
to every application, influenced by 
extensive consultation between 
NewTechWood and Canada’s design 
and builder community. This year, 
NewTechWood introduces two new 
products, both of which respond to 
strong market demand: the Cedar 
colour and the Shou Sugi Ban texture 
in Ebony. Both colours will enter 
the Canadian market in 2023.
New this Spring
The new Cedar shade is a light 
blonde, multichromatic colour with 
pink wood grain and a purplish tinge. 
It is only available in the thin-strip 
fluted wood composite cladding—
for example, NewTechWood’s 
flagship Norwegian UH61. 

The new Shou Sugi Ban or 
“burnt cedar” product offers a 
unique aesthetic that replicates 
a popular Japanese architecture 
and landscaping technique where 
wood is burned to solidify it and 
increase its natural resistance to 
wear, mould and insects. Although 
the NewTechWood products 
aren’t burned, they contain 60% 
upgraded real wood fibre and 
UltraShield protection against wear, 
discolouration, mould and insects. 

Both products replicate natural 
cedar, renown for its strength, beauty 
and aroma, but disadvantaged by its 
tendency to discolour under UV rays. 
NewTechWood composite wood is 
UV-resistant, which means 
it provides the same great quality 
cedar does, but with excellent 
resistance to humidity and the 
Canadian climate—all   without the 
need to add chemical products.

Flexible and Safe
NewTechWood products meet 
exceptional standards for indoor and 
outdoor use and for use in any room 
in the home. Humid environments 
such as bathrooms, outdoor 
showers, or on the salty coast of 
Western Canada, are no match for 
these resilient, designer and builder 
tested materials. Fluted composite 
panels can even be used to create 
architectural cut-outs or accent 
walls or as a fireplace surround. 
The options are almost limitless.

Fluted composite wood was 
introduced to the Canadian market 
by NewTechWood Canada in 
2018, after the design and home 
builder community got excited 
about a flexible, resilient product 
that was strong enough to take 
on the Canadian landscape. Since 
then, NewTechWood continues to 
innovate in response to the needs 
of Canada’s top design experts. 
Although the options have diversified 
to meet changing, high demand, 
NewTechWood products remain 
true to their original composite 
panel design and the company’s 
roots as a pioneer and leader in 
fluted composite wood products 
and technology.

Fluted wood composite panels—a contemporary wall siding  
option for remarkable architectural accents 

@newtechwoodcanada1

@newtechwoodcanada

@NewtechwoodC

@newtechwood-canada

@ntwcanada

Visit newtechwood.ca
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Making a Splash
In the primary ensuite (right), an 
overscale terrazzo tile brings a  
little drama without overdoing it. 
“It still feels calming and neutral, 
almost spa-like,” says Connor.  
“An elevated mid-century.”
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“They weren’t afraid of colour, of mixing patterns 
and textures—which we’re all about, too.”
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Created by the Canada Wide Media advertising department in partnership with HAVAN

HAVAN Professionals Inspire

From kitchen renovations to 
whole home makeovers and 
new custom-built homes, 

pairing inspiration with resources is 
essential to achieving a successful 
project. Through its annual HAVAN 
Awards for Housing Excellence 
and Home Design and Reno Show, 
Homebuilders Association Vancouver 
is exactly the place to find your 
inspiration and the professionals  
who can bring your home to life.

“Searching for a builder or 
designer can be daunting,” says 
Katerina Vastardis, Owner and Lead 
Designer of Designs by KS. “The 

HAVAN Awards are peer-reviewed 
and provide an added level of 
confirmation to the homeowner 
that they are choosing to work with 
professionals recommended by  
the industry.”
Working with Professionals
In a constantly changing world with 
evolving lifestyles and a fluctuating 
housing market, homeowners need 
options. They also need expertise to 
help them navigate those options. 
Working with a professional can help 
reduce costs, streamline the process, 
and navigate bylaws and permitting 
to make the most of generational 
trends in home ownership. 

“People are inheriting family  
homes and looking to take advantage 
of City of Vancouver bylaws 
potentially allowing up to six units  
to be built on a traditional single-
family lot property,” says Ron 
Rapp, HAVAN CEO. “Builders and 
designers can help homeowners 
leverage their properties resulting 
 in generational wealth.”

For growing families, space might 
seem tight, but a home’s revamp  
might just be the solution to falling in 
love with it all over again. This means 
avoiding the need to sell and leave  
a treasured neighbourhood, schools, 
and amenities.

“Energy efficiency and building  
with a smaller footprint is also 
important when looking to design 
homes built to last,” Rapp says. 
“Healthier air, better light, improved 
windows and doors systems and 
security also mean greater comfort  
and safety for the family. HAVAN 
members have the expertise in  
energy efficient building and design 
and use the latest technology to help 
protect homeowners’ investments.”
Why work with a designer and builder
It’s not always easy to identify one’s 
style as trends change year over year. 
This is where working with a designer 
pays off. “Designers can help identify 
your design style right for you,” 
Vastardis says. “They can also help 
with situations where, for instance,  
you have a couple and he prefers 
modern, while she leans towards 
country.

“Designers will work with the  
builder, required consultants and 
you to bring your vision to life, within 
budget, while hitting the functional 
targets of the project. Good designers 
will make a home work for you.”

 
Learn more about the HAVAN Awards 
at havan.ca/awards

@HavanOfficial 

@HavanOfficial 

@HavanOfficial

The HAVAN Awards offer inspiration and connect homeowners 
with professionals who can bring dream home projects to life  

BUILDER: MERIDIAN PACIFIC CONSTRUCTION INC. 
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KITCHEN DESIGNER: DESIGNS BY KS /  PHOTO CREDIT: ISHOT
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itself was built and designed by Alloy Homes, but the homeown-
ers—along with their two boys, aged 13 and 15—were also very much 
partners in the design process. “It was a full collaboration with the 
clients,” says Connor. “We pushed them, and they pushed us, too.”

The main living area is a perfect illustration of how that dance 
led to an elegant space with plenty of wow. The striking fireplace, 
with its custom concrete tiles, evolved out of months of debate 
and plenty of drawings: should it be brass, concrete, ceramic tile or 
something else? 

Then, one day, the perfect concrete tile sample arrived at AVD 
headquarters. “It was one of those things that was almost serendipi-
tous—as soon as they saw it, they loved it,” says Velji. “And we were so 
glad we waited.”

Playful hits of colour layer in a sense of fun: a vibrant Maharam 
fabric on the vintage chairs, sunny yellow stools that pull up by the 
fireplace, pretty pops of pink on the throw pillows. And that asym-
metrical, whitewashed coffee table from Crate and Barrel brings in an 
unexpected, sculptural moment.

The kitchen was designed to be all about family time: from the spa-
cious island where everyone can pitch in with meal prep to the nearby 
eating nook with its multicoloured fabric bench. “They really wanted 

a casual seating moment where they could have breakfast and dinner 
with the kids, and not have to sit at the island,” says Connor.

Upstairs, the primary bedroom is suitably soothing, with layers of 
linens on the bed in pinks and blues. “It’s a mix of mid-century style 
with an updated, modern feel,” says Velji. “They weren’t afraid of 
colour, of mixing patterns and textures—which we’re all about, too.”

The homeowners also have an incredible art collection, and so 
much of the design focused on positioning each piece so it could be 
properly showcased. The fireplace mantel was elongated so that a 
piece from John McKee would be framed with millwork rather than 
just left to float in the space. In the dining room, a quiet design lets 
works from Cathy Daley and Karen Maiolo take centre stage.

The unique collaborative process has created a space that reflects 
the clients’ own passion for design. “I love that each room has this 
unexpected moment, whether it’s the wallpaper, a textural moment 
or a bold colour,” says Velji. “Each room you walk into has soul.”

Most importantly, it’s a space that truly works for the family that 
lives here. “Right before Christmas, the clients were sending us self-
ies of all of them cooking in the kitchen, enjoying their house. It’s not 
one of those homes that’s just pretty—it’s truly utilized,” says Velji. 
“And I love that so much.” 

Blue Mood
The mud room is just 
off the kitchen, making 
load-in for grocer-
ies easy. The custom 
millwork is painted in a 
pretty powder blue—
Benjamin Moore’s 
Iceberg—that’s also 
seen throughout the 
home, with leather 
pulls making for an 
unusual accent.
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SMART SPACE PLANNING AT RESOURCE FURNITURE

It was a great night of sparkling conversation —and excellent cocktails—as we hosted  
our latest WL Design Talks at Resource Furniture this past February. Designers  
Anneliesse Kelly of AK Design and Andrea Rodman of Andrea Rodman Interiors shared  
their recent work, along with advice on the concept of smart space planning. Stay tuned to 
westernliving.ca/events for details to join us for our next WL Design Talks!

DesignTalks

Resource Furniture’s 
David Hooper with 
guests Jo Anne Gin, 
Dan Quan.

WL Editorial director Anicka Quin 
(centre) hosted designers Annaliesse 
Kelly (left) and Andrea Rodman (right).




